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CHAIRMAN of the COLLEGE COUNCIL 
Dr. Norman Wettenhall ret ired as Chai rman of the Coll ege Counci l at th e end of 

1977, after havi ng held the off ice for a period of nine years. The appointme nt of Mr. Geoff 
Ne ilson, as his successor, became effec t ive from January, 1978. 

Mr. Peter Thwaites, immediate Past·Principal , kindly responded to a request to write the lollowing article, which 
is a timely tribu te to those who have contributed so much to the welfare of the College. 

How man y, even within the co llege co m· 
munity itself, recognise the cru cia l impor· 
tance and heavy responsibili ty o f the Chair· 
man of the Council of an independent 
school? It is often assumed, and is certain· 
Iy implied by tradition and ensh rined in of· 
ficial histories, that great independent 
schools such as Th e Geelong College, owe 
their greatness primarily to the quality of 
their successive headmasters. Thi s is, of 
course, only a partial truth : there are many 
other factors , involving a wide range of 
material , sociological and personal con· 
tributions , some of them purely accidental. 
One very significant factor is the quality 
and leadership of success ive Chairmen of 
C0uncil. A careful examination of the 
history of such schools will usually reveal 
that the great headmasters have enjoyed 
the support and encouragemen t of some 
remarkable Chai rmen , and perhaps equally 
important , it has often been the wise 
guidance and courageous actions o f the 
Chairman and the Council which have 
allowed th e school to survive and prosper 
despite periods when leadership of head· 
master and staff have wavered. 

Dr. H. N. B. WETTENHALL 

The Geelong College has certainly been for· 
tunate in the quality of its Council , and in the 
strength and wisdom of its Chairmen. I believe 
this is due very largely to the structure of the 
Council , which allows a strong measure of con· 
tinuity and flexibility, and therefore makes possi· 
ble the selection of men (and more recently 
women) who can pass on from one generation to 
the next the loyalty and vision of the founding 
fathers and the important skills of the chairman· 
ship. 

I consider myself most fortunate to have ar· 
rived at The Geelong College in May 1960 when 
the Council was under the remarkable leadership 
of Sir Arthur Coles, and at almost the same time 
as the Council added to its membership Dr. Nor· 
man Wettenhall and Mr. Geoff Neil son. From 
my pOint of vlew, Sir Arthur had four char· 
acteristics which seem to me essential in a good 
chairman: firstl y, having dec ided , rightly or 
wrongly, that I was the best candidate offering 
for the headmastership, he never wavered in his 
support and encouragement: secondly, he had a 
clear appreciation of the relat ive responsibilities 
of the Council and the Principal, and never per· 
mitted either of them to overstep their proper 
functions: thirdly, if he thought I was mistaken 
or unwise he never hes itated to tell me so, in 
private: and fourthly, he was always prepared to 
listen to my problems or uncertainties and to of· 
fer his advice. Moreover, although he had main· 
tained a long and close interest in the College and 
was a generous benefactor, he was realistic about 
its strengths and weaknesses and recognised the 
need for any successful institution to change and 
adapt. 

Norman Wettenhall joined the Council in 
1960; he had been a boarder at the College from 
1930 to 1934; his father had been a member of 
Cou nci l from 1927 to 1958; hi s two sons have 
now also been boarders at the College. He was 
appointed Chairman of the Council in 1969. It 
was remarkable to me that, despite the obvious 

. diffe rence~ in style and interests between these 
two men, Norman immediately demonstrated the 
same basic understanding and characteristics as I 
had found in Sir Arthur. Our relat ionship was 
perhaps a little different, because I was by then 
established'in office, Norman was much more of 
my own age and generation, and the mode of 
operation of the Council , with several standing 
committees, had altered. But, neverthel ess, it 
was the same sympathy, and commitment, which 
made Norman such a good chairman. Because 
of the growing comp lexity of education in 
general , and of the College In particular, and 
especial ly because of the increasing pace of 
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change with new build ings, new organisations, 
changing social patterns and major decisions 
such as the decision to enrol girls, the work of the 
chairman became more and more onerous. It 
did not surprise me therefore to hear that , after 
helping in the selection and sett ling in of a new 
Principal, Norman had decided to relinquish the 
chairmanship at the end of last year. 

By the establishment of this high tradition, by 
the careful se lection of its membership, and by 
preserving adequate continuity, the Council had 
now amongst its members several men who 
would have made first class chairmen, but none 
better than Geoff Neilson. 

Geoff attended the College from 1935 to 
1947. He has been a very active member of 
the Old Geelong Collegians' Associa tion 
for many years, w.hich has inc luded twenty 
year-s as an office·bearer, as Treasurer 
Secretary, Vice Presiden t and Pres ident: 
More recently he has had the wisdom to 
send his daughter to the College. When he 
was appointed to the Council in 1960, he 
was already secreta ry of the Moro ngo 
Council , and c losely involved in many 
aspects o f both schoo ls. He has therefore 
observed at c lose hand the style of several 
chairmen and several principals, not to 
mention hi s ve ry wide experience of other 

- co ntinued overleat -



THE LIVES OF FRANK ROLLAND 
As was indicated in th e previou s issue 01 'Ad Astra: th e biog raphy, 'The Lives o f 

Frank Rolland : was launched at fun c tions held in th e Col lege Library on November 3 and at 
Ormond Colleg e on November 8. 

Both launching functi ons were well att ended and the demand lor co pies o f the book 
was most encouraging. 

The author, Bert Keith (, 15), has received 
many personal messages of cong ratula· 
tions and he wishes to co nvey hi s thanks 
through 'Ad Astra '. 

Quotes fr.om some of the numerous let· 
ters received se rve as a compelling invita· 
tion to those who have not yet ob tained a 
copy of th is book: 
- A remarkable job about a remarkable 
man. 
- A picture of absorb ing interest. 
- Treated without bias and with complete 
fa irness. 
- Made Mr. Rolland emerge in all hi s 
charm and whimsy. 
- One o·f the most gripp ing books I have 
read and proves that truth is greater than 
fic tion. 
- My father is always talRing of Rolland , 
and now I know why. 

It emerged that even members of the 
Rolland family were not aware of all th e 
facts brought to light. 

Copies may be obtained from the Col· 
lege Office ($9.95), or by post ($10.50). 

PA RENT DRAMA GR OUP 
A parent drama workshop was held at the 

Prep School on February 1 and 2. The in· 
terest shown has resul ted in the formation 
of a Parent Drama Group, which will meet in 
room C23 at the Senior School each 
Wednesday aftern oon, at 4.00 p.m. 

All parents and friend s will be welcome. 
Further information may be obtained from 
Mr. John Gibson at the College or at home 
(,phone 50.1797). 

HSC RESULTS - 1977 

David Bath gained a distinction for general 
excellence and was awarded a senior 
scholarship. 

Andrew Urbahns gained a distinction for 
general excellence. 

Simon Cameron and Marcus Thorne both 
gained major scholarships to Ormond Col· 
lege. 

Matriculation s tandard was attained by 
79.67 % of those who sa t for HSC exami na· 
tion s. 

CHAIRMAN - continued 
committee and cou ncil work, incl ud ing an 
act ive part in the Council of Deaki n Urrl ver
sity. Moreover at thi s time of change within 
the life of the Presbyterian and Uni ting 
churches, he has been close ly associated 
with much of this process. On ce aga in , I 
believe The Gee long College is most for· 
tunate in its chairman , and have no doubt 
that he will be to the new Principal what his 
two predecessors were to me, a wise coun· 
sellor, a strong leader and a very close 
friend . I wi sh him well , and congratulate 
him upon elec t ion toan office which will re
quire great wisdom and energy, but for 
whi ch I can think of none better prepared . 

UNDERWRITING 
Owing to the good sa les, th ose kind 

fri ends who were willing to underwrit e pro· 
duction of the biography wil l not be ca lled 
upon. Thank you for of fering! 

The Lives of 
FRANK 
OLLAND 

Th e Prep School was the ve nue for a 
Remedial and Specia l Education Summer 
School, fu nded by the Victorian In·Service 
Education Committee, during the first three 
weeks of January. 

The course, deSigned to provide in st ru c· 
tion in d iagn OSiS, assessment and teaching 
of children with learning diffi culties , was 
conducted by lecturers from the Institute of 
Special Education at the Burwood State 
Co llege, and added depth was provid ed by 
experts in the fields of psychology, speech 
therapy, remedial teaching and pediatrics. 

Courses of thi s nature will be o f con· 
siderable benefit to teachers from cou ntry 
cen tres, as it will now be poss ibl e fo r them 
to up·grade their qualifi cations by atten· 
di ng a number o f these summer schools, 
thu s avoid ing the necessi ty to spend a full 
year of s tudy in Melbourne. 

The February, 1978, newsletter of the 
AISV co nc luded the report of this Summer 
School with the observa ti on: " The Geelong 
College, in co-operation with VISEC and 
SCV, Burwood, has made an invaluable con. 
tribution to profeSSional development and 
si multaneously helped thirty-three children 
in the local community and many o th ers in 
c lassrooms in the State" . 

AT THE PREP SCHOOL 
There was ac t ivity out side th e class· 

room during 1977, when man y o f th e pupil s 
cul ti vated vegetables. Guidance was given 
but self·motivation was the basic principle. 
The fruit s of the labou r were harvested and 
check weig hed. Portion of the crop was 
sold and a sum of approximately $50 is held 
which will assist to finance future develop· 
ment. 

It is envisaged that this prog ram may be 
extended to include the rearing 01 small 
animals in the near future. 

This year an out·door program has been 
introduced for pupils from Grade 3 to 
Form II. 

Its purpose is to develop out·door skiils 
appropriate to the age of the child and to 
create interest in activities for leisure pur· 
suits now and later in life. 

Younger pupils will be taught how to 
establish a camp area and outdoor cooking . 

Those who are o lder wil l receiv ... instruc· 
t ion in bushwalking , map and compass 
readin g, orien teering and canoeing. • 

MEMBERS OF STAFF 
Senior School Appointments 
Mr. G. D. Amezdroz (' 70) - phys. ed. 
Mr. B. J. Burton - teaching fellowship 
Mr. R. D. Buttenshaw - biology and envir. 
science 
Mr. R. K. Doyle ('68) - Engli sh lit. and 
drama 
Miss J. Eggleston - maths. and science 
Mr. A. N. Gibson - Au stralian s tudies 
Miss P. J. Goonan - physics and g.en. 
science 
Mrs. J. J. Jordan - home economics 
Mr. J. V. Leyshon - biology and gen. 
sc ience 
Mr. I. Robinson - maths. and physics 
Mr. R. A. E. Shaw - maths. 
Mr. C. G. Wood - ar t (sculpture, form II I) 

Messrs. J. H. Douglass, D. M. Gilbert , J. 
Murphy, I. C. Sheppard , R. W. Seaton and 
Miss M. R. Neal left to take up other ap· 
pointments. 

Mr. F. W. Elliott is laking long service leave. • 
Mr. R. D. Wells will act as head of the f Ine arts faculty and 
warden 0: the House of Gui lds dUring Mr. Elliott's 
absence. 
Mr. A. J . Casey has been awarded an Internatio nal 
Teaching Fellowship Exchange to New York State. U.S.A. 
Mr. R. L. Harrison has come to the College as the ex
change member of staff . 
~~~~~ . A. Haul! is now co-ordinator of science at the Prep 

Mr J. R. Nelson is direc tor of curriculum. 

~ ~: g: ~'. ~~~~e~~~I~~sa~o~S~~~fi~~ ~g~~~.ejl. 
Me C. E. Harbison is teaching envIronmental sCience at 
the Prep School. 
Mr. M. J Riordon is CO-ordinator. form Ill. 
Mr. R. T. CumminS is co-ordinator, form IV. 

Prep School appointments 
Miss R. Archer - phys . ed. 
Mr. N. Barn ett - grade 6 
Mrs. V. Be ll - remedial education 
Miss J. J. Conn - teaching fellowship 
Mr. B. Edward s - grade 6 
Mrs. J. Farnan - assistant librarian 
Mrs. A. Fi sher - art 
Mr. J. Harris - maths . and sc ience 
Mrs. H. Lee - foreign languages 
Mrs. B. William s - librarian 

Mrs. M. D. Reill y, Mrs. G. J. Torney, and 
Messrs. T. G. Cook , D. D. W. Cameron and E. 
Littlejohn left at the end of the 1977 school 
year. 



ADVENTURE 
Null abor Pl ai ns: La st year a pa rt y o f Iwelve 
sludenls wi th four members of s taff, led by 
Fred Elliott (,42), travelled to th e Null abor. 
Once again thanks are ex tended to David 
Morri s (,45), who provided three Toyota 
vehicles which were loaded with personal 
belongings , cooking eq uipmen t, a new rope 
ladder dona ted by Rev. Longfield , sa fety 
helmets obtained by Robert Purnell (, 44), 
food requiremen ts and th e variety o f im· 
pedimen ta requi red for two weeks of tour· 
ing. 

Valuable information about the caves, 
travel co ndit ions and other essential detail 
was provided by Dunca n MacKenzie ('55) 
and Adrian Davey ('64) which saved 
valuable time in locating interes ting 
features in the dry vas tness of the Nullabor. 

Th e pa rty were able to explore a number 
of th e many caves whi ch are scattered 
through the plains and to view clear lakes 
of water in immense caverns three hundred 
feet below the earth 's surface. 

PARENTS' AND FRIENDS' 
ASSOCIATION 

The Committee of this Assoc iation met 
on several occas ion s during the latter part 
of 1977 and ea rl y in the cu rrent year. At the 
first of these meetings Mr. Brian J. Magee 
was elected cha irman. 

One o f the requests made by newly· 
elec ted members of the co mmittee was that 
the objects of the Association be defined in 
order that members of the commi tt ee may 
be aware of the purpose o f their invo lve· 
ment. 

Th is was cons idered to be a matter o f 
considerable importance, both to present 
members of committee and to those who 
would se rve in future years. It was therefore 
reso lved that the subject be given ca reful 
co nsideration and that such definition 
should be recorded at a later meeting . 

The conc lusions reached , as recorded in 
the minutes o f meeting held on October 17, 
1977, will be of interest to all parents and 
friends of the College. 
" The objec ts o f the Assoc iation are: 

s 1. To encourage parents and friends to become Involved 
tt In the ac tivit ies of the College with a view to: 

a) Assi sting the school through the prov ision of 
resources, both finanCial and personal 
b) providing a reservoir of ideas and comments fo r use as 
considered appropriate by the Principal and Council 
2. To assist to promote the social activities of the College 
by making parents more aware of the opportu nities provid
ed by these activities." 

Opportunities o f thi s nature are unusual 
and Ihe ca re exerci sed by Fred Ell io tt in 
making the necessary prepara tion s and en· 
surin g th e safety o f all members o f Ihe par· 
t.y is always o f the highesl order. 

Cradle Mountain National Park: Under 
th e leadershi p o f Michae l V'an Heeswyk 
twenty·s ix s tud ent s and fou r members o f 
staff se t off at the end o f Term III to explore 
the central highlands of Tasmania by hiking 
through the Cradle Mountain Reserve from 
Waldheim Chalet to Lake St. Claire. 

All students were ca refully briefed to en· 
sure that suitable c lothing was worn and 
that packs wer'e adequate but not too heavy 
for the arduous climbing and rough walking 
to be undertaken. 

Weather conditi ons experienced were 
severe but not too forbidding for the hard ier 
element of the group to travel the planned 
rou te. For those less experienced the 
journey was modified to some extent and 
this group trekked through the scenic area 
surrounding Lake St. Claire. 

Universi ty of New En gland 
Earl Page Coll ege 

The following memo was attached to 
papers received by the Princ ipal from E. 
Barrington Thomas (,42), Head of Earl Page 
College: " We have seven (Old) Collegians 
here this year, and would be happy to see 
more in '78: ' 

A-C-T-I-O-N 
Words are of little value unless they are ac· 
companied by appropriate action. 

The planned activities of the- Assoc ia· 
tion for 1978 are listed in the Hand Book. 
More specific information about these will 
be provided by circulars, sent home with 
students, at the appropriate time. 

The first , the 'get to know you ' evening , 
held on Friday , February 17, provided an in· 
dication of the interest of parents and their 
desire to become better acquainted with all 
aspects of school activity. 

Parents are reminded that all members 
of the committee are, themselves, parents 
of pupils now attenping the Senior Schoo.1. 
They will be glad to help all parents, in any 
way possible, to get to know more about the 
College and what it has to offer. 

the 'get to know you ' evening. 

__ OO~ . 

THE ARCHIVES 

rl1 r. responsibility tor 
il ssc"lIb ll ng and cataloguing 

the College archives 
is in the hands of Ewen McLean. 

Any relevant material 
which may be considered of value, 

as part of 

( , the hi stori ca l records of the College, 
y will be welcomed. 
( ( 

School Captain 
Vice-Captains 

1977 
Robert Vickers·Wiliis -
School Captain 

The youngest of three brothers each of 
whom attended the College for fourteen 
years. 

Robert 's brother Michael was entered 
as a pupil in Kindergarten in April, 1948. He 
co ntinued to Form V in 1961. 

In February , 1961 , brother Simon 
entered Kindergarten and completed Form 
VI in 1974. 

Robert became a Kindergarten pupil in 
June 1964 and progressed through the Prep 
and Senior Schools to HSC level in 1977. 

It seems possible that these th ree sons 
of Mr. C. Vickers-Willis may have created a 
record for a si ngle generation of any Col· 
lege family , with a continuous attendance 
period of thirty years between 1948 and 
1977. 

Their collective period as College 
students totalled almost forty·two years 
and Robert ' s year as School Captain was a 
fitting conclusion to such a long associa· 
tion between this generation of the Vickers· 
Willis family and the College. 
Scott Davies - Vice·Captain 

Also the youngest of three brothers who 
attended the College, the sons of Mr. T. W. 
Davies of Wagga Wagga, N.S.W. 

John Davies entered Form II in 
February, 1966 and continued to Form V in 
1969. 

Robert Davies began at Form 1 in 1967 
and completed his HSC year in 1972. 

Scott became a Form I pupil during the 
year that brother Robert was in Form VI. 

The Davies brothers ' attendance spans 
twelve years with a collective total of six
teen years as College boarders . 

Kirsty Elliott - Vice·Captain 
The first girl Vice·Captain of the Col

lege. Due to circumstances beyond her con
trol Kirsty was the first of her generation of 
the Elliott fam ily to attend the College. 

After persistent requests Kirsty and her 
sister Libby were able to persuade their Old 
Collegian father Fred Elliott ('42) that they 
should follow in his footsteps at the Col· 
lege. They were enrolled together in June 
1975, the first year in which the College 
became fully co·educational. 

It is rumoured that Kirsty once express. 
ed the amiJition to be the first girl school· 
captain at the College. In the short period of 
two and a half years, I)y her appOintment as 
jOint vice-captain, she nearly succeeded. 



TALENT 
The ability of College students, the 

diversity of skills in wh ich they are trained , 
the opportunities provided and the accep
tance of these opportunities are all eviden t 
in the achievements here recorded. 

Science Talent Search: 
College students won the David Syme & 

Co. Ltd. Science Talent Search School of 
the Year Award . 

The poin ts gained by many entries from 
Prep pupils in Forms I and II togeth er with 
several entries by Senior School students, 
made this ex~ellent r?s ult po~sible . 

National Stamp Design Contest: 
David Martin won first prize in thi s national 
competition. His entry presented in water 
colours was a set of four stamps headed 
" Energy for the Future:' which depicted a 
nuclear power station, a futuristic wind tur· 
bine, a solar furnace and a geothermal 
power station. 

Hugh Bickerstaff was fifth in Victoria and 
twenty-sixth in Australia in this competi· 
tion . 

There were over fifteen hundred entri es 
from Australia . 

Rotary Exchange: 
Heather Johns was awarded a Rotary Ex
change to attend a high school in New York 
State for twelve months. 

Photography: 
Tom Fielding won prizes in this field at the 
Geelong Show. He also gained ' Print of the 
Exhibition ' award in the Keep Au stralia 
Beautiful photographiC competition arrang
ed by Geelong Jaycees in conjunction with 
the Geelong ~amera ;:;rub. 

Alliance Francaise Annual Com
petitions: 

Stud ents from the College were award
ed thirteen 'mentions tres honourables' and 
seventeen 'mentions honourables' in this 
competition . In addition to these awards, 
Kate Cameron gained first prize in the Form 
IV language test and Timothy Neilson was 
awarded f irst prize fo r Form V poetry, 
reading and conversation. 

School Mathematics Competition -
University of Melbourne: 
David Bath gained an Outstanding Award in 
the senior division. 
Russell Creagh was awarded a Certificate 
of Meri t in the junior division . 
There were four thousand entries. 

Australian Goethe Society (Vic
torian Branch) Competitions: 
Anita Ziemer ?ained ~ supple~entary prize. 

Victorian Schoolboys Cricket 
Championships 
Geoff Allen, David Howarth and David Gor· 
don were selected to play in the Urlder 16 
Schoolboys Cricke t Team, which competed 
in the championship matches at Sheppa r
ton from November 27 to December 1. 

Geoff All en was capta in o f the team for 
the seco nd s ~ ccessiv.e year. 

'Youthsail: 1978: 
John Armytage was one of the thirteen peo
ple selected to represent Victoria in 
Canberra in January. 

HONOURS 
Congratulations are extended to 

Emeritus Professor 

SIR MACFARLANE BURNET, O.M., 
K.B.E. ('12) 

of Canterbury, Victoria, 
who received the award 

KNIGHT OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA 
(A.K) 

" for ex traordinary and meritorious 
service to medicine and to science 
particularly in the field s of m.icro-

biology and immunology ·' 
and to 

ROY D. BIRDSEY ('22) 
of Geelong 

who was awarded the 
ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE (O.B.E.) 

" for community services" 
and to 

JOHN S. SILCOCK ('39) 
of " Th e Gums:' Gringegalgona, 

who received the award 
MEMBER OF THE MOST EXCELLENT 
ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE (M.B.E.) 

"fo r services to rural industry" 
and to 

DAVID M. DICKSON ('22) 
of Warrnambool 

who was included among those awarded 
the 

QUEEN 'S SILVER JUBILEE MEDAL 

MARRIAGES 
Graham Brown to Aldana Maciulis, Geelong , August 6. 
Robert Harwood to Joanne van den Dungen, Geelong . 
November 12. 
Phipps Turnbull to Ann Rummans. Toorak, November 21 . 
Andrew Deans to Gay Harrison, Highlon, November 21 . 
David Aeddie to Anne Roosje. Geelong. November 21. 
Cameron Bull to Margaret McQuinn, Geelong , 
November 26. 
Richard Neville to Julie Trickey, Geelong. November 26. 
Bill Spencer to Christine Burl eig h, Ocean Grove, 
December 1. 
Robert Sherjnoh~m to Janet Marendaz. Geelong. 
January 6. • 
Robert Deans to Lesley Trickey, Geelong, January 13. 
Gareth Andrews to Susan Trotman, Melbourne. 
January 21 . 
Keith Walls to Tricia Woodruff , Geelong, January 28. 
John Campbell to Christine Plgdon, Oueenscliff , 
February 4. 
Garth Sm ith to Jenny Hicks. Geelong. February 4 

Victorian Schoolboy Surf Cham· 
pionships: 
Warren Powell was first in the Under 15 sec
tion. Greg. Brown was first in the Under 17 
section. James Gubbins and Darren Powell 
competed in the Under 19 section and gain
ed second and sixt h places, respectively. 

The Spo rtin g Globe report included the 
observation "Surfing appears to be one of 
the few sports where students from a wide 
variety of sc~ools co~pete t~gether: ' 

Victorian Under 15 Baseball 
Squad: 
Wesley Thornton was invited to train with 
thi s squad . 

Geelong West Netball Associa. 
tion: 
Heather Johns was awarded the trophy for 
the most improved first year player in the 
'A'section. 

Gliding: 
Kathryn Purnell was one of four students 
who received instruction in gliding. The in
structors considered her to be one of the 
best women pilots they had taught for many 
years. 

MR. JUSTICE 
TREYVAUD 

Brian Treyvaud (' 41 ) attended the Col· 
lege from 1942 to 1946, and matriculated 
with honours in Latin . 

In 1952 he was admitted as a barri ster 
and soli citor of the Supreme Court of Vic
toria and, for some years, practised in 
Geelong as a principal in the legal firm 
Coulter and Treyvaud . 

After being called to the Bar, in 1963, he 
left Geelong to practise as a barrister in 
Melbourne, where he built an extensive 
practice in all jurisdictions. 

It is with p leasure that congratulation s 
are now extended to h im following his ap· 
pointment, in October, 1977, as a Justice of 
the Family Court of Aust ralia. 

OLD COLLEGIAN TIES 
Th e Australian textile industry has 

changed considerably since ties were last 
purchased by the Association. 

Most weaving mills have drastically 
reduced s taff and, to operate economically, 
ar.e not able to process small volume 
orders. 

Short·run material must now be obtain· 
ed from overseas, with consequent delay in 
supply. 

It is a matter of considerable concern 
tha t, for the foregoing reasons , the stock of 
Old Collegian ties on hand at the end of the 
school year was not sufficient to satisfy all 
orders. 

New stocks of ties are expected to ar· 
rive by April. The Association will continue 
to purchase woollen t ies, which will be pro
cessed overseas , and the silk tie will be 
replaced with a polyester tie . 

All those who ordered but did not 
receive ties will be notified when the new 
stocks are to hand. 

OTHER ITEMS OF OGCA INSIGNIA 
(now in stock) 

Lapel badges - $1 .60 each 
Bar brooches - $1.75 each 
Tie bars - $2.25 each 
Cuff links - $3.95 pair 

The following items may be purchased 
by all members of the College community: 
Rear window stickers - .501t each 
(Please enclose stamped, addressed envelope) 

History of the College 1861-1961 - $10.00 
(now a collector's Item) 

College shield plaques - $16.80 
(in natural grain wood) posted _ $18.00 

OBITUARY 
Informa t ion rela t ing to th e deaths 

of th e following Old Co ll egians has 
been received si nce publication of 
the previous issue o f 'Ad Astra '. 

Sin cere sympa thy is exten ded to 
th e bereaved fam ili es. 

H. D. Sutherland 
E. K. Worland 
D. H. Oliver 
A. Bell 
J. A. Pettitt 
W . J . Moodie 
R. J . Whiting 
J. D. Baines 
J. W. Hughes 
P. J . Pritchard 
Susan M. Emmett 
S. Lappin 

(1899) 
('06) 
('14) 
('21) 
('22) 
('24) 
('27) 
('35) 
('51) 
(' 70) 
('75) 
('77) 



BRANCHES. 
The focal point of the Association , quite 

naturally, is at the College in Geel ong . 
While the many Branches are separated by 
hundreds of miles, in some cases thou
sands of miles, from this centre they yet 
represent a considerable degree of the 
strength of the Association as a whole. 

In 1977 eleven of the fifteen Branches 
held a re-union function . More than two 
hundred and thirty Old Collegians attended 
these func tions and , as wives, parents and 
friends are welcomed by several Branches, 
the total number of people who have kept in 
touch with the College through the Bran
ches has been in excess of three hundred. 

There is a great depth of continuing in
terest in the College throughout the Branch 
network . The Association appreciates the 
va luable support which it receives from so 
man y Old Colleg ians in country distri cts. 

Mildura: 
Two hundred miles is a long way to 

t ravel to attend a re-union function . It was 
therefore to be expected that John Waugh 
('49) and his son John (,74) received a hearty 
welcome from the 10fOai inhabitants of the 
Mildura district, at the Red Cliffs Hotel on 
F~iday , September 3. The guest speaker for 
the evening , Albert Bell , was accompanied 
by his wife, Doreen , and the group of OGC 's 
and their wives who attended were treated 
to a wealth of interesting stories of the 
origin and development of rowing in 
Geel ong. 

Pres ident Graham Mock ridg e (' 41 ) 
tendered an apology due to an unexpec ted 
in ters tate comm itment. Secretary Don 
Mackay ('39) ex tended a wel come to Gary 
Bent (OGCA President) who was accom
panied by the Executive Officer. The elec
tion o f offi ce-bearers was deferred until the 
1978 re-union . 

Adelaide (SA): 
It is no t always wise to make parti cular 

reference to anyon e individual who attends 
a Branch re-union , but there can be no 
doubt that the Old Collegians who were at 
the Co lonial Restaurant in Adela ide on Fri
day, November 18, would unan imously en
dorse spec ial ment ion of Branch President 
Sir. Rol and Jacobs (, 03), who attended th e 
re-union dinner with Lady Jacobs. 

Thi s reall y was an excellent even ing , at
tended by thirt een Old Co ll egian s, Albert 
Simpson (former phys .ed . master). Gary 
Bent (OGCA President), the Executive Of
fi cer and twelve wives of Old Collegians: in 
all a total of twenty-eight , a rewarding 
result and evidence of the organising ability 
of Duncan MacKenzie ('55)_ 

A number of ' regulars ' were there: Mac 
Hamilton ('28). Geoff Roope ('37), Keith 
Turnbull (,45) and Peter Mann ('56)_ 

Among the new faces were Jim McColl 
(' 45). Jim Watts (,45). Joe Bick art (,53), John 
Mullin s ('63) and Grant Jones (,64), each ac
co mpanied by his wife. 

Expatriots (Victoria) Ted Tansley ('39) 
and Hugh Seward ('66), took the opportunity 
to meet South Australian OGC 's while tem
porarily res ident in Adelaide . 

Adelaide and Sydney Branches have at 
least one common factor . They conduct an 
elec tion only when such necessity arises. 
Consequently, Sir Roland and Duncan re
tain their respective offices as President 
and Secretary of the Branch . 

Ballarat: 
Now an accepted MUST on the OGCA 

re-union calendar. As usual there was a 
good muster at the Ballarat Club on Friday, 
Oc tober 7. Mrs . Oliver and Mrs_ Drennan 
have established themselves as experts in 
the culinary art so that the meal'served and 
the wit-studded talk , on his tour of Red 
China, given by Ian Gordon (' 40) ensured the 
success of the evening . 

Geoff Oliver (, 41 ), President , and Brian 
Drennan (,49), Secretary, agreed to continue 
in office for another year. 

Perth (W_A_): 
There are fifty-five Old Collegians in 

Western Australia . Of these thirty-one live 
in the Perth metropolitan area, two are in 
the Geraldton district, five at Esperance 
and seventeen are scattered around the 
Albany circuit. These latter live at places 
with such outlandish names as Kojonup , 
Jerramungup, Noggerup, Dwellingup, Nar
rikup and others are in places better known 
to residents of the eas tern states, su ch as 
Bunbury, Busselton .and Albany. 

It is, therefore, fairly obvious that it is 
not an easy task to arrange a re-union of 
Old Collegians in Perth . 

However, when Branch Secretary , 
Lachie Simpson (,40), learned that Des 
Davey would be in Perth for a few days he 
rang most of those in the metropolitan area 
and arranged an informal gathering at the 
King 's Park Tennis Centre for the evening of 
November 7. 

The unavoidable short notice meant 
that several were unable to attend , but, in 
the words of Des Davey, the eight Old Col
legians and a former member of the Co llege 
staff " swapped many yarns of old times:' 
Des had his Fellow badge and c itation with 
him, both of which created considerable in
terest. As Bert Keith 's publication 'The 
Lives of Frank Rolland ' was hot-off-the
press that week these OGC's, far distant 
from the hub of College activi ty, were 
among the first to see a copy of this 
biography. 

Those who attended the Perth 
re-union:-
Jock Wat son (,28) Medical Praclltloner 
Alan Blackwood C37) Branch Preslden!. Senior Master, 
Chris tch urch Grammar School. 
Lachie Si mpson , ('40) Branch Secretary; Insu rance Consul· 
tant. 
David Davies ('57) Medical Pract it ioner. 
Tony Paterson ('58) Veterinary Su rgeon. 
Peter Ham ilton ('60) Real Esta te. 
Don Payntan ('6 1) Geolc'gist wi th Woodside Oil. 
Clive Gaunt ('63) Real ESlale. 
Don Macl eod (1954·60) First assistant, Prepara tory 
School. 
Des Davey - Princi pal, Ell ha m College; previously Depu· 
Iy Pr incipal, The Geelong College. 

Bendigo: 
At the re-union dinner held at the Ter

minus Hotel on Friday, November 11 , 
Stephen Davey ('66) recounted a series of 
amusing (some hair-raising) incidents 
which he had experienced as a tourist 
coach driver on the European and Afri can 
continents , 

Bendigo and Mildura are separated by 
some two hundred and fifty miles. These 
two cities are the focal points for Old Col
legians who live in the central north west of 
the state. Distance is a governing factor 
which deters some, yet the committee of 
the Bendigo Branch plans to try to per
suade a number of Old Collegians from this 
area to make an annual pilgrimage to meet 
other Old Collegians at the re-union dinner. 
Lachie Ritchie (,65), re-elected Branch 
President, and George Wood (,63), elected 
Secretary, will make this their target for 
1978, 

A SOURCE OF 
NATIONAL STRENGTH? 

Peter Ryan, director of Melbourne Universi
ty Press and a frequent contributor to 
Australian newspapers, recently reviewed a 
book entitled ' The Public School 
Phenomenon ' in the 'Age' . 

The concluding paragraph says: " As the 
British State system (like its Australian 
counterpart) sinks below a mindless 
morass of envious egalitarianism, of 
courses without content and classes 
without standards , of trendy per
missiveness and sixth-form students who 
can no longer use or understand the 
Engl ish language, the public schools have 
become a source of national strength. They 
are now too valuable to abolish" . 

This will be regarded by some as reac
tionary opposition to the marvels of 'pro
gressivism ' and as a slur on the profes
sional competence of the experts who 
'know best ' all there is to know about the 
development of children and about the 
future of our society_ 

Others may see it as implying a respon
sibility Australian independent schools like 
the College can and should accept to exer
cise their independence by providing a ge
nuine alternative to government schools. In 
part , at least , that alternative would be the 
antithes is of the spread ing and deepening 
" morass" in which Mr. Ryan sees many 
schools engulfed . 

Grampians: 
It was unfortunate that a number who 

attend the re-union dinner at Willaura 
regularly each year were otherwise commit
ted on August 19. As a consequence 
numbers were fewer than in recent past 
years _ 

Jim Fidge ('54) and David Jarman ('57) 
represented the Association , the former be
ing guest speaker for the evening, 

After two years as Vice-President , dur
ing Alex Calvert' s ('54) term of office, Bill 
Slattery ('69) was elected President and 
I van Jacobs (' 48 ) was re-elected 
Secretary/Treasurer_ 

Wimmera: 
A changed format - an unqualified 

success_ There have been ups and downs at 
Wimmera Branch re-unions in recent years, 
Formal dinners have not been well attend
ed, the dinner dances , held during the years 
1971 to 1975, were popular but, to some ex
tent , unpredictable_ 

President Geoff Heard ('56) and wife, 
Marjorie, offered the use of their property 
for a family-day barbecue on Sunday, 
September 25_ The venue was ideal , the
weather perfect and the appreciation and 
approval of Wimmera OGC's were quite evi
dent. The total attendance was in the vicini
ty of sixty people_ Among these there were 
20 Old Collegians , mostly accompanied by 
their respective wives and children, and, as 
has become a custom at Horsham, several 
paren ts of presen t pupils and Old Col
legians were among the group_ 

Geoff Heard was re-elected President 
and Richard Lamshed (' 70) accepted 
nomination as Branch Secretary. 



On th e day before his fifth birtllday , in 
1946, Jim entered as a pupil in the Colleg e 
Kindergarten . It must surely be assumed 
that this was the time when his manly bear
ing became evident as , prior to thi s, he had 
been attending the Morongo Nursery. 

From that day in 1946 until he left to join 
the staff of the State Savings Bank of Vi c· 
toria, at the close of the 1957 school year, 
Jim developed a feeling of warm regard for 
the College which has endured through the 
intervening years. 

His name does not appear in any of the 
academic awards , nor did he excel in any 
sport , although he did win the Old Col · 
legians' race in 1960. He might be regarded 
as a very average pupil. 

Nevertheless, his contribution to the 
College, the Old Collegians ' Association 
and to community projects has indeed been 
greater than average. 

As a mernDer of the Geelong Amateur 
Football Club, Jim served as a player during 
the years 1958 to 1968. He was a member of 
the senior side from 1962 until he suffered 
cru shed ribs in a match in 1968. 

His service to the Club in an official 
capaci ty has included three years as 
secretary, two years as coach of the Under 
18 team and the office of Presiden t during 
the yea rs 1970 to 1974, 1976 and 1977. H e 
was an executive member of the Victorian 
Amateur Football Association during the 
years 1968 to 1975 and is currently one of 
the two Victorian delegates on the 
Australian Amateur Football Council. 

Jim's service to the Geelong Amateurs 
was recognised by his election as a Life 
Member in 1971 . 

For the whole of his business career Jim 
has been in the employ of the State Savings 
Bank of Victoria. He completed twenty 
years' se rvice in January and is now ac· 
coun tant at the Manifold Branch , Geelong. 

EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS 
At the first meet ing of the Council of 

Deakin University, which was held on Fri
day, february 17, Mr. Peter N. Thwaites was 
appointed chancellor and Mr. Niel L. David
son was appointed deputy-chancellor. 

Peter Thwa ites was chairman o f the in
terim planning committee and later became 
chairman of the in terim council of Deakin 
Un iversity. After hi s retirement as College 
principal he was chairman (part - time) and 
acting executive secretary of the Victorian 
Institute of Secondary Education. Hi s ap
pointment as permanent executive 
secretary was confirmed by the council of 
the Institute in August , 1977. As chancellor 
of Deakin University Mr. Thwaites will be 
chairman of the council, th e governing body 
of the Un iversity. 

Niel Davidson (,37), as a member of the 
council of the former Gordon Institu te of 
Technology, was vita lly concerned with 
planning for the Institute's tertiary func
tions within Deakin Un iversity. He was a 
member of the interim cou ncil and is now a 
member of the counc il of the Un iversity. 
Niel has been a member of the College 
Council since 1972 and is also a member of 
the cou ncil o f the Gordon Technica l Col
lege. 

Jim has given hi s support 10 th e Coll ege 
and th e Associa tion in many ways. In the 
ea rl y 1960's he was a member o f Ihe co m· 
mitt ee whi ch promoted Ihe annual boa t 
race ball , with cons iderab le success, and in 
1963 a minute rela ling to th e annual re
union dinner read s: " the soc ial committ ee, 
head ed on th is occasion by Jim Fidge, was 
warmly thanked at a (G eneral) Committ ee 
meeting for it s exce ll ent work o f organi sa
ti on". 

Jim 's obviou s interes t in th e Associa· 
ti on and hi s abil i ty as an organi se r were 
recogni sed in 1963 by hi s elec tion as a 
member of the General Committee. He con
tinued as a member of that committee for 
fourteen years. 

In his letter of resignation, whi ch was 
received with regret at the September 1977 
meeting of the General Committee, Jim 
said : " Although I'm not available at com
mittee level , I shall continue to suppor! the 
Association whenever possible", a gener
ous offer, especiall y in view of hi s recent 
election as a member of the Geelong City 
Council. 

The Assoc iation is indebted to Jim for 
the valuable servi ce which he has rendered 
over a long period of years. Hi s co ntribution 
has been far above ' average ~ 

Mr. J. E. FIDGE 

PEGASUS 
ALPINE CLUB 

The alpine lodge is ideall y s ituated 
in the Devonport subdivi s ion 
on the slopes of Mt. Hotham 
with a magnifi cent outl ook 

to Mt. Buller 
Booking enquir ies may be made 

by those interested in 
bu shwalking - fi shing - phot ography 

and similar pursuit s 
by a telephone call to 

Eoin Barnett ('66)052/211711 after 
7.00 p.m. week nights 

orto 
Randall Bell (,57)052/213615 of 

an evening . 

ABBREVIATIONS 
The Modern Tre nd 

At t imes th e mind o f the unlnl iiated 
mu st surely boggle at th e present-day use 
of a series o f capitial lett ers whi ch serve as 
a contra ct ion of the full title o f an organi sa
tion . 

Independent schools are no t blameless 
in thi s regard , as the following li s t will in
dicate. 
OGCA - Old Geelong Colleg ians' Associa
tion 
AVPSOS - Assoc iation of Victorian Publi c 
Schools ' Old Students 
ISPSA - Independent Sc hool s' Pa s t 
Students ' Association 
HMC - Headmasters ' Conference of the 
Independent Schools of Australia 
APS - Associated Public School s 
AGS - Associated Grammar School s 

(APS - AGS, both Victoria) 
NCIS - National Coun cil of Independent 
Schools 
AISV - Al3sociation of Independent 
Schools of Victoria 
APC - Australian Parents ' Council 
VPC - Victor ian Parent s' Council 
VATIS - Victorian Association of Teachers 
in Independent Schools 

There are others and , by way o f con
trast , those who oppose the independent 
schools system have their own organisa
tion : 
DOGS - Defence of Government School s. 

Perhaps when the supporters of govern
ment and independent schools ultimate ly 
accept the need for unified effort in edu ca
tion a new organisation will be born : 
CATS - Co-ordinated Australian Tuition 
Symposium". 

1974 YEAR GROUP 
A meeting of representatives of the 

OGCA with school-Ieavers , which followed 
the valedictory dinner, on the evening o f 
November 3, was well attended and a live ly 
in terest wal3 shown by those who will form 
the '74 Year Group. 

Th e value and significance of the 
Association and its methods of maintaining . 
interest and contact between members of 
the Year Group and between the Year Group 
and the College were outlined . 

The following Year Group Committee 
was elec ted: 
Breit Amezdroz (Werrlbee), Klrsly Elliolt (Newtown), Sally 
Carrut hers (Pt. Lonsdale), Richard Kelso (Newtown), Scott 

2~~~r~ )~:e~~~wl~~g~~~qU~~).g McDougall (Maroonal, 

With a committee based in both town 
and count ry it is not unrealistic to expect 
that the '74 Year Group will maintain a 
strong link among themselves and with the 
College. 

OMISSION 
It has been noted that in tracing the 

Waugh family through a century of associa· 
tion with the College one branch of the 
family tree was unintentionally lopped. 

John Bruce Waugh (,27), the younger 
son of Henry G. and brother o f William L. 
Waugh, attended the College from 1925 to 
1929. 

An apo logy is extended to John for this 
omission, an understandable error, per
haps, in the light o f the complex strands of 
the Waugh clan and its connections with 
the College. 



OLD COLLEGIAN 

Ke nn eth Mc intyre (,22), in his recently 
published book 'The Secret Discovery 01 
Australia' propounds the theory that the 
Portuguese were the original European 
discoverers 01 this continent. EVidence In
cludes the Geelong Keys lound on the 
shore of Corio Bay , and the Mahogany ShiP, 
uncovered years agonear Warrnan;bool but 
lost again through wind actlon_ Neil McKin
non (,23) , a judge at the Old Bailey , was one 
of the Old Collegian contemporaries Ken 
met while in Britain for the launching of his 
book_ 

Dick Gibson ('30) has retired as the 
representative of Geelon9 and Ballarat 
architects on the Council of the Royal 
Australian Institute of Architects. College 
architect , Neil Everis t (' 42) succeeds him in 
this capacity . 

Ma c Mayn e (,34) has been appointed assis
tant general manager of the . Com
monwealth Savings Bank of Australia after 

•
a ter.m .. of five years .as chief manager for 
planning allC!l.marketl~g. • 

Colin Mur~y ('36) became convenor of the 
committee of management of the Uniting 
Church - Kalkee Aged Peoples ' Communi
ty , within the Alexander Thomson Church 
parish , shortly after the Independent units 
in Francis Street , Belmont , were bUilt , In 
August , 1972_ More recently he has been 
chairman of the building appeal to provide 
accommodation for frail aged. His efforts 
were rewarded when a contract was signed 
late in 1977 for erection of a hostel as an ad
dition to the present complex , which will ac
commodate thirty-eight frail aged when the 
contract is completed later this year. This is 
not Colin 's only community interest. He is a 
member of Belmont Rotary , a member of 
the committee of Disabled Peoples ' In
dustry, on the council of St. Laurence Park, 
Lara, and for several years has been chair
man of committee of the Boys ' Employment 
Movement. 

Bruce 8 ishop (' 39) stood as the Liberal can
didate, opposing the sitting National Party 
member (Sir Bruce Small) and a Labor con-

• 

tender for the state electorate of Surfers 
Paradise in the Queensland State elections, 
held on November 12. Bruce has three 
menswear shops in Surfers Paradise and 
the state election results are now hislory. It 
was Bruce not Sir Bruce who gained the ma
jority vote of .the peo~le . 

John Borthwick (,43) has had considerable 
experience as a dealer in antiques. For 
some years he had antique shops in 
Sydney, Melbourne and Chelsea (England). 
Then for a short time he had a 
restaurant/motel at Coffs Harbour, N.S.W. 
His love of antiques took him back to Lon
don where, for five years , he was director of 
a firm of antique dealers in Mayfair. More 
recently he has purchased a country house 
in Gloucestershire where he plans to "deal 
nice and quiet!y and g~ow v~getables :' 

Graham Haultain (' 43) is master of M.V. 
" Mount Newman:' a bulk loader of one hun
dred and twenty thousand tonnes. After 
loading at Port Hedland the ship can enter 
only one port in Australia , Port Kembla , due 
to its size and draft. During July the ship 
was badly affected by strikes at Por t 
Hedland where twenty-three ships'of a tota l 
deadweight of about two million tonnes 
were anc hored. 

FACTS AND FIGURES 

Peter Blakiston ('44) has been appointed 
chairman of the Geelong Harbour Trust. 

Jack McDonald (' 44) of Frankston breeds 
Afg han hounds and several have won cham
pionship awards. He travels throughout 
Australia as a rep resentative of Rena-Ware 
Distribu tors Pty. Ltd. , specialists in cooking 
equipment. 

John Hill (' 46) of Dalby, Queensland , had 
been in Geelong brief ly at times since he 
left the Co l lege in 1950 but his visit late in 
February was the first occasion on which 
he had been able to take a good look at the 
changes which have taken place at the Col
lege in those twenty-seven years. While he 
expressed a certain nostalgic regret that 
the old pavilion no longer eXisted , he was , 
nevertheless impressed with the Rolland 
Centre and, 'in particular, with the quality 
of the equipment in the gymnasium. 

• * • 

David Ebbels ('50) was promoted in 1977 to 
principal scientific officer at the plant 
pathology laboratory , Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Harden
den , England . He has recently become head 
of the legisla~ion sec!ion at t~e laboratory. 

Allan McDonald ('50) was apPointed one of 
Her Majesty ' s Counsel (Q.C.) in November. 
For fourteen years Allan was Chairman of 
the Council of the Victorian Amateur 
Athletics Association and is now serving 
his second year as President of that. 
Association. He is the only nominee for the 
office of President of the Amateur Athletic 
Union of Aust ralia, which appointment will 
becom~ effective in March this year. 

Bill Heath (' 51) is controller of the South 
Barwon unit of the State Emergency Ser
vice. 

from any who have the inclination to w rite 
to 26 Peaks Hill , Purley, Surrey. 

Ross McConaghy ('60) was honou red with 
life membership of Geelong Jaycees In 

recognition o! seven years Of. service. 

Ewan Simson ('67) is not a stunt pilot but he 
had to maintain careful control of the lan
ding pace and trim of the Cessna 310 whic~ 
he piloted from Sydney to Orange w hen It 
was confirmed that the nose-wheel would 
not lock in position for landing . 

Two cars flanked the plane at 110 km. 
p.h. as it made the landing approach . They 
looped a rope over the nose-wheel and then 
accelerated to 120 km. p.h. to latch the 
wheel in position. This complicated, hazar
dous method of landing is not recommend
ed for everyd~y use. 

Tom Dickson ('68) moved to Queensland in 
1970 and spent his final two school years at 
Brisbane Church of England Grammar 
School (Churchie). He has been in London 
for the past two years studying film produc
tion , script writing, etc., at the Londonlnter
national Film School. In all probability he 
will stay overseas for a time after he has 
completed th!S cours; of stU?Y. 

Al istair Whyte ('69) completed a diploma 
course in ceramics at Bendigo College of 
Advanced Education. He teft for Japan 
recently to begin a post-graduate course in 
ceramics at the Kyoto University. His future 
plans are then indefinite. Japan will be 

first majc;r port 0: call. 

Hugh Champness (,69), graduated from the 
RAA F Academy, Point Cook, as Flying Of
ficer and has been posted to the William
town base in N.S.W. 

Peter Whyte ('70) with a social science arts 
degree now successfully concluded , began 
a theology course at Ormond College this 
year. 

Malcolm Marquardt ('51) now occupies the Craig McKenzie ('71) completed his B.Sc. 
presidential chai r o f the Barwon Jaycees course in applied physics at the RAA F 
which was vacated by Darcy Seller (' 52). Academy, Po!nt Cook: 

Ian Redpath ('54), returned to the interna
tional cricket scene as a member of the 
'Packer cricket circus: Unfortunately, a 
damaged achilles tendon has forced him to 
retire , at least tor the current season. . . . 
Duncan MacKenzie (' 55), who was previous
ly reported as national president of the 
Micrographics Association of Australia , is 
now a member of the nine-man board of 
directors of the International Micrographics 
Congress. This appointment is of con
siderable significance as most countries of 
the world are involved in the I. M.C. 
Duncan's term as di rec tor will be for three 
years. 

Peter Mann ('56) and Duncan MacKenzie 
('55) are both directors of the Kiwanis Club 
of Burnside in South Australia. Peter's role 
is as Director Citizens hip and Youth Ser
vices. Dunca n is Director Fund Raising. 

Ken Andrews (,57) is now president of the 
Geelong Amateur Footba ll Club, after hav
ing served the Club as treasurer since 1969. 

Geoff Inness ('59) has accepted appoint
ment a t a grammar schoo l in Surrey, 
England , where he is teaching English and 
is in charge of religious education. Geoff 
confesses that he has los t contact with 
con temporaries and woul tJ be glad to hear 

Debra Trembath ('72) as ' Miss Renault ', 
was selected , from the twenty-five final con
testants, as ' Miss Victoria Sportsgirl ' . . The 
quest is organised to raise money for the 
Yooralla Hospi tal School for Cripp led 
Children and is judged on sports 
knowledge, deportment and personality. 
Debra and her sponsors, Renaul t, raised ap
proximately $5,000 in the quest. This wi.1I be 
a big year for Debra as an overseas triP IS 
inc luded among her prizes and she is in her 
final year of s tudy at the Victorian College 
of Pharmacy. 

Andrew Cassidy (' 72) was selected as a 
member of t he squad to train fo r selection 
in the Victori~n K ing'~ Cup c~ew. 

Philip Bolton ('73) is now serving in the 
regular army as a gunner. He is stationed at 
Lavarack Barracks in Townsville. 

Not Only But Also .... 
Under the terms of the new consti tution of 
the OGCA financial membership may now 
be gained in two ways. Either a contribution 
to the Geelong College Building Fund or 
payment of a subscription directly to the 
OGCA will qualify. An attachment to the 
ca lendar enclosed with this copy of ' Ad 
As t ra' gives further Information. 



OLD GEELONG COLLEGIANS' ASSOCIATION 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

In accordance with Article 5.12 of the Constitution of the Association, notice is hereby given that the 77th 
Annual General Meeting of the Old Geelong Collegians ' As sociati on will be held at Kirrewur Court , 77 
Prospect Road , Newtown, on Friday, July 28, 1978, at 6.30 p.m. 
BUSINESS 
* To adopt the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting. 
* To receive the Annual Report , Financia l Statements and Aud ito r's Report. 
* To elect Offi ce- Bearers, Committee and Audit or for the ensuing year. 
* To consider such recommendati ons 'as may be submitted by the General Committee for the election of 

Fellows and/or Honorary Life Members and to proceed to such election . 
* To consider any other business that may be properly brought forward. 
Nominations of -Off ice-Bearers , Mem l:;)ers of Committee and Audit or to replace those retiring must be 
signed by the nominee and two financial members and received by the Honorary Secre tary on or before 
Jul y 21 , 1978. 

J ALBERTBElt' CLUB ~~ 
The ann ual re- un ion dinner ~ 

wil l be held at \J 
Kirrewur Court 

77 Prospect Road , Newtown 
on Thursday, April13 , 1978, 

at 6.45 for 7.30 p.m. 
(Please note the changed 

venue - made necessary due to the 
continuing increase in numbers). 

A short Annual General 
Meeting will be held in con
junction w ith the dinner 

NOTE 
It is not necessary to be an ex·rower 
to become a member of the Albert 
Bell Club. All those interested in sup· 

~ 

( porting rowing at the Coll ege are in· 
vited to become members. 

( Subscript ion $5.00 p.a. 
( (lim it 2 years , singl e payment) ( 
( All financial members will receive a ~ 

newsletter and dinner appli cati on 
\J form during March. 
( NOTE THE DATE NOW -
/ THURSDAY, APRIL 13 

TENNIS 
OGCA V COLLEGE 

Since the introduction of co-education 
at the College several girls have played in 
the College tennis team in APS competi
tion. 

It was th erefore to be expected that the 
day would come when a member of the gen
tle sex would represent the Old Collegians 
in their annual match aga inst a College 
team. 

On November 16, 1977, Pamela Spratt 
('73) had the distinction o f being the firs t 
gir l to play for the Old Coll egians. She 
paired with Craig McKenzie ('71). Veteran of 
many of these encoun ters, Ross Me· 
Conaghy (,SO), paired with Lindsay Jarman 
(' 58). 

Due to unforeseen business com
mitments two Old Collegians were forced to 
withdraw at short notice and thanks are ex
tended to members of sta f f Bob Casey and 
Bob Wells who paired with David Wet· 
ten hall (,SO) and Barry Bell (,47), respective
ly, and so avoided disappoin ting two o f the 
College players. 

A. Mel. SCOTT, Honorary Secretary. 

Melbourne Informal Dinners: 

Good attendances were maintained at 
the informal dinners which were held at the 
Hawthorn Club in Melbourne during 1977. 

The first of these dinners was held in 
August , 1974, and three or four have been 
held in each succeeding year. 

Attendances average about thirty , but it 
is Interesting to note that during the three 
years since these dinners were first held 
almost one hundred and fifty Old Col· 
legians have taken the opportunity to renew 
old acquaintances and meet other Old Col 
legian s. 

It was noted that while the 1940's and 
the 1960's had been well represented , fewer 
members of the 1950's had attended. Ac· 
tion was taken by the committee to remedy 
this situation and Guy Gregg ('5S) is now a 
member of the committee and he will be 
making contact with many of his contem· 
porarles in the Melbourne metropolitan 
area to invite them to attend during 1978. 

An invitation issued by Des Davey to 
hold one of these dinners at Eltham College 
was gladly accepted. Thi s will be held on 
Wednesday, March 1. Unfortunately, this 
issue o f 'Ad Astra' will not be circula ted in 
time to serve as notice of this dinner. 

The planned future dates for 1978 are: 
Wednesday - June 7 

Wednesday - September 20 
Wednesday - November 22. 

Of necess ity, mailing lists must be 
limited due to the high cost of postage. 
Please take note of the dates listed or 
notify the Executive Officer if you wish to 
receive a reminder shortly before these 
dates. 

TENN IS 

Two gi rl s were members of the Coll ege 
team , the pairs being: 

Llza Richardson and Stephen Vile, 
Andrew Scott and Derek McFarland, 
Rhonda Sulclll!e and Tony Spill Ie, 

Peter Aau and Paul Aikins. 

As HSC students were busy with their 
final stud ies the Co llege was represen ted 
by third, fourth and fif th form players. They 
performed most creditably and the final 
result, OGCA 6 se ts, College 2 se ts, did not 
truly re fl ect the standard of play. Most 
games were even l y con tested , the 
Bell/Wel ls v Rau/Atkins match being a cliff
hanger which the OGCA players finally won 
9/8. 

Geelong Informal Dinner: 

Attendance at the Geelong informal din
ner held at the Carrington Hotel , where ViCe 
Sleigh ('48) is mine host , on Wednesday 
November 9, was somewhat disappointing , 
although those who did attend all agreed 
that it was a most enjoyable evening . 

The argument , sometimes raised , that 
Geelong Old Collegians see each other 
quite frequently in the street , at clubs and 
at sporting fixtures is quite true, but there is 
a different atmosphere at these d inners. 
Those of later years, the era when it is 
claimed that discipline has disappeared , 
marvel at the undisciplined pranks of the 
older brigade. History is recounted in a 
style which would be unacceptable to any 
publisher. 

Those who have enjoyed the good
fellowship and repartee, the rem inders o f 
those good old days, unanimously acclaim 
these dinners as worth-while. 

Similar dinners will be included in the 
1978 calendar - they really are worth the 
effort. Dates planned for informal dinners in 
Geelong in 1978 are: 

Wednesday - May 31 
Wednesday - Oc tober 25 

The venue - Carrington Hotel , Cnr. 
Yarra and Myers Streets. Contact the Ex-
ecutive Officer for full details . • 

~ ~ /"> 

OLD COLLEGIANS' DAY 

ANNUAL RE-UNION DINNER 
An ac tive committee is working hard 

!('I n1ak p. 1his 
a dinner to remember 

GUEST SPEAKER J 
SIR JOHN HOLLAND J 

Th e venue: 
Kirrewur Court J 

77 Prospect Road, Newtown J 
on 0 

Fri day, July 28, 1978 \J 
at 7.00 for 7.30 p.m. J 

For obvious reasons the mailing list J 
must be limited . Those who wish to J 
receive a reminder together with ap
plication form , late in June, are reo J 
quested to notify the executive of - J 
ficer , by mail at P.O. Box 5, Geelong , (\ 
3220, or by 'phone, 052/21 1939. " 

~ 



OLD COLLEGIAN HOCKEY 
CONTINUES STRONGL Y 
Following a good year of hockey in 1977. 
Old Collegians Hockey Club President.Roger 
Nation(S9}predicts that the '78 season 
wi 11 see a conso! idation of the streng th 
that the c lub and schoo 1 teams have been 
building up ove r the last coupl e of yea r s. 
Thi s yea r , there wi ll again be three teams I 

fielded in the Geelong Mens Hockey comp
etition, and two teams in the Womens 
associat ion campet i t ion. 

1977 RESULTS: OGC'A' Team. 
Under the expe rt coaching of Chris Ingham 
(Staff) I the lA ' team found excellent fo rm 
ear l y in the season and ente red the fina l s 
in third place. having dropped from second 
place on percentage after the last home 
and away match. In the semi-final the y 
p l ayed SAINTS,and after an exc iting game 
in which the lead see-sawed. both teams 

•
e l eve l on If goals each at time. Afte'r 
minutes ()f ext ra t ime both team~ we r e 

st i 11 level, and the game proceeded to a 
sudd en death tie br eaker which the OGC 
team l ost , thus being e l iminated from the 
finals. The loss of Craig Ball inger(73) 
to Queens l and . and Angus Waugh(73)to S.A. 
will weaken the 'A' team defence. however. 
several young players from the '8' team 
look certain of being promoted to thp 'A's 
and should prove \.<Io rthy replacement~. 

OGC I B' Team . 
The function of ~he 'B' team is to provide 
a less se rious game for those playe r s who 
a re no longer capable of. no r want to p l ay 
the tough. profess i ona I type hockey seen 
in the 'A'Division. It also prov i des a 
training ground for future A team p l ayers. 
Despite its somewhat casua l approach to 
the competition, the IB' team f i nished the 
season undefeated, and unde r the Captain! 
Coaching of Ian Sayers(6S) went on to win 
the 'B'Division Grand Final. Among st the 
star pl ayers on the day we r e I an Ke i th(63) 
playing a dashing game on the forward 
I ine, John Lindros(72)sol id in defence and 
Ross Champ ion(73). Tens ion mount ed when 
goal keeper Bruce McNaughton(7S} left the 
field injured 20 mi nutes befor e the end of 

•
e game. Des p i te heavy a t tack i ng by the 
I NTS'B' team, the OGC defence. led by 

substitute goal ie, Roger Nation, he l d firm 
to "dn by 1 goa l for i ts second premier
sh i p in two yea r s . Ian Sayers and David 
Baker(S8} created a reco r d by be ing the 
onl y OGC players to have played in a ll OGC 
Premie r ship teams. 1968.76 and 77. 

OGC 'C' Team. 
I n the past thi s team has been a predom
i na t I y schoo I boy team he I ped ou t by some 
OGC players. Th i s year however, wi ll see 
an emp ha s i s on interg r ation of Band C 
t eams, st r eng then i ng one and wea ken i ng the 
other in an attempt to provide gr eate r 
expe ri ence f or the students who play in 
the afternoon compet iti on. In 1977 under 
the l eade r sh ip of John Nelson(Staff} the 
team won qu i te a few matches and fin i shed 
up well off the bottom of the lad~ er -
a creditable ef fort. 

Women s Teams. 
Under the coaching of Sarah Bull en(Staff} 
the schoo l fielded t wo teams in the 1977 
Geelong Women s Hoc key competition, one in 
B grade and one i n C. Both teams showed 
great enthusia sm , and th e B grade team 
we r e Premi e rs of their d i v i s i on. Thio;. team 
included three Old Col l eg ian s . Sarah Leach 
Fel icity Car r and Pam Spra tt . and it is 
hoped t ha t as more g i r I s I eave thE' !'choo I . 
thi s t eam \.<J ill becoli'le 'prog r essivly an Ol d 
Col l eg i an team. 

Sc hoo I t eam5. 
The schoo l fielded s ix teams in 1977: the 

Below; 

The 1967 Team , 
help(!) a t the 
The1977 OGe 'A' 

reunion. 
Team. 

First XI and the Undpr 16A teams in the 
Independent School!- Hockey competition: 
and the Second X I, Under 16B and t\.<JQ Under 
14 teams i n the local Geelong competition. 
Despi te poor weathe r and \oJater-)ogged 
grounds , a II teams played we II and were 
particularl y sucessful, the Fi r st XI 
fin i shing second i n their division. 

DAN S IMMONDS WIN S BEST & FAIREST 

Dan Simmonds (69) won the 1977 Gee l ong and 

Dist ri ct Mens Hockey Association Trophy 

for th e Best and Fairest player . 
In the voting Oan was hard pressed by 
fe ll ow ha lf-back Vaughan Lamb, a fact that 
speaks vo l umes for the sk i 11 5 of both play
ers and the OGC'A' team as a whole. 
The onl y other Old Co l legian to win this 
award was Mi ke Bowden (S9} in 1972, while 
Noel Patchett(Sta ff} was Oivisi on B Best & 
Fairest in both 1975 and 1976. 

At Club l eve l, Bes t and Fairest awards 
we r e made to Angus Waugh ( , A' team). Noe I 
Patchett{'B' team} and Tim Cole('C' Team}. 

Coaches awards wen t to Richard Carr 
( ' A' team), Ross Champion('B' team} and 
David Hund'C' t eam}; whi l e Bill Spence r 
and And r ew Keen received medal I ion s for 
having played 100 games w ith the club. 

A special award was made to David 
Bake r f o r se r vice t o th e club. 

OGC REUN I ON MATCH JULY 28/29 

IT 'S ON AGA IN TH I S YEAR! 

REUN I ON 0 I NNER (FR I OAY). I NSPECT I ON OF THE 
COL LE GE & SCHOOL MATCHES (SAT . am) 
REUN ION LUNCH (SAT .noon Gr eat We stern) 
REUNION MATCH( SAT .pm} SOC IAL FUNC TI ON(eve} 

Keep JULY 28/29 Free & contact the OGCHC or 
the the OGCA Offi ce f o r detail s 

OGCHC ANNUAL WI NE BOTTL I NG ANO BBQ.! 

SUNOAY MAY 7. 1978 

3 Whit e wines, 3 Red wines & a Port to try 

S2 Adm i ss i on cover cost of food and dr ink! 

CONTACT THE OGCHC OR THE OGCA OFF I CE. 

RECRU I TS NEEDEO FOR TEAMS (ME N & WOMEN!) 

NO MATTER HOW LONG IT I S SINCE YOU PLAYEO 
HOCKEY(PERHAPS YOU HAVENT!}. IF YOU WANT 
TO GET FIT & PARTICIPATE IN A FULL SOC I AL 
CALENOAR .... CONTACT ROGER NAT I ON 21 .3226 
o r the OGCA Office . 



PEGASUS 
ALPINE 
CLUB 

TO PARENT S AND FR I END S OF THE COLLEGE. 
liE INVITE YOU TO HOLIDAY II ITH US IN OUR MOUNTAIN 
TOP HOME. 

LOCATION : Davenport Subdivision, Hotham Height s Vic . 
FACILITIES: A comfortab·le, ca rpeted, centrally heated 
Lodge, containing e ight ful l y furni shed bed rooms 
suitab l e for fami l ies, s i ng l es or groups. Blankets and 
pillows provided. A ful l y equiped kitchen conta in s 
crockery. cultery and a dishwasher . A large dining/ 
I iving room with table tennis and stereo. A l a r ge dry
ing room, shedding/ski rack a r ea , and sepa rate toilets 
and showers camp I ete the fac iIi t i es. 
SUPPLIES: Groceries etc. are avai lable at the Gener a l 
stor e nea r by - at 'moun tain prices'. The Snowbird Hotel 
is half a mi l e from the l odge and prov ides meals and 
enterta inment. Meals are a l so avai labl e a t seve ral 
other corrme r c i a l chal ets . 
SKI HIRE: The name t o r emember i s Molony's, in 
EI izabeth Street, Me lbourne ; or on the mounta in, Zirkys 

Mt Hotham offe r s sunvne r alpine scener y , bush wa l king 
trails, historical and geograph i ca l points of int~ rest, 
and peace and quiet. In winter, Hotham is the home of 
Cross Count r y Skiing in Austra lia , and Downhill Sk iing 
wi th excellent slopes for begi nne r s to expe rt s .. 

BOOKINGS : PREFERABLY THROUGH A MEMBER. 
(Ask the Old Co ll eu i ans Office o r through our booking 
officer; Ma il 114 B Mt. Pleasant Rd.Be l mont,Vic , 3216. 

Ph. (052)43954 1 or 438468 

ASK FOR A COpy OF OUR BOOK ING I NFORMATION & RATES SHEET 

GOOD SK II IIG! 
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